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Patsy Healey : Collaborative Planning: Shaping Places in Fragmented Societies  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Collaborative Planning: Shaping Places in Fragmented 
Societies: 

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Excellent resource for communicative planningBy A 
CustomerHealey's challenge is to create understandings of the social construction of meaning and the social 
embeddedness of ways of acting and thinking to be tied with understandings of the wider forces affecting urban 
regions and governance.Collaborative Planning, while still purporting to address the failings of Modern planning, 
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seeks to address the difficulties of undertaking collective action in a world where fact and value cannot be separated, 
by using an institutional approach which pays heed to the cultural embeddedness of individuals, and the social 
construction of meaning. Through policy discourse, the institutional capacity of a place can be 'built up'. Planning 
then, has the potential to shape the building of relations and discourse. An institutional approach would not measure 
success via assessment of outcomes against goals, but would also look at the institutional capacity generated by the 
process. All stakeholders are part of the dialogue.Collaborative Planning sees 'the problem' as essentially being: the 
changing dynamics of the way we live, global economics, bringing the views of all stakeholders together in a way that 
recognises power structures, and the role that planning might play in resolving these.Overall, the book is an excellent 
starting point for the critical exploration of communicative planning and the governance of urban regions. The book 
successfully synthesizes practical understandings of urban dynamics with a critique informed by a sound philosophical 
and political basis. I strongly recommend it, especially to the student and practitioner of urban planning and related 
fields.0 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Collaborative Planning, Second Edition: Shaping Places in 
Fragmented SocietiesBy Amanda DaviesA very interesting book. The Author effectively brings together a vast body 
of literature and distills the core concepts into an engaging and clearly written text.

In this important book Patsy Healey draws on a wide range of new thinking in social, political and spatial theory to 
provide a framework for planning which is rooted in the institutional realities of our increasingly fragmented societies 
but designed to foster communication and collaborative action.The second edition includes a major new chapter 
assessing recent developments in theory and practice.

Praise for the first edition: ..."a major, carefully argued contribution, which should raise the discourse among planning 
theorists to a new level--a level reserved for a book that succeeds in the ambitious task of weaving together, into one 
fabric, theories of planning and theories in planning."--Rachelle Alterman and Tamy Stav, "Town Planning "..."A 
visionary and important work..."--A.McArthur, "Planning and Design""A brilliant exposition of the development of 
theoretical concepts of planning in the second half of the twentieth century."--A. Gile, "Perspectives in Rural Policy 
and Planning"Praise for the first edition: .,."a major, carefully argued contribution, which should raise the discourse 
among planning theorists to a new level--a level reserved for a book that succeeds in the ambitious task of weaving 
together, into one fabric, theories of planning and theories in planning."--Rachelle Alterman and Tamy Stav, "Town 
Planning ".,."[A] visionary and important work..."--A.McArthur, "Planning and Design""A brilliant exposition of the 
development of theoretical concepts of planning in the second half of the twentieth century."--A. Gile, "Perspectives in 
Rural Policy and Planning"Praise for the first edition: ."..a major, carefully argued contribution, which should raise the 
discourse among planning theorists to a new level--a level reserved for a book that succeeds in the ambitious task of 
weaving together, into one fabric, theories of planning and theories in planning."--Rachelle Alterman and Tamy Stav, 
"Town Planning "."..[A] visionary and important work..."--A.McArthur, "Planning and Design""A brilliant exposition 
of the development of theoretical concepts of planning in the second half of the twentieth century."--A. Gile, 
"Perspectives in Rural Policy and Planning" Praise for the first edition: '...a major, carefully argued contribution, 
which should raise the discourse among planning theorists to a new level - a level reserved for a book that succeeds in 
the ambitious task of weaving together, into one fabric, theories of planning and theories in planning.' - Rachelle 
Alterman and Tamy Stav, Town Planning '...[A] visionary and important work...' - A.McArthur, Planning and 
Design'A brilliant exposition of the development of theoretical concepts of planning in the second half of the twentieth 
century.' - A. Gile, Perspectives in Rural Policy and PlanningAbout the AuthorPatsy Healey is Professor and Director 
of the Centre for Research in European Urban Environments, Department of Town and Country Planning, University 
of Newcastle upon Tyne. 


