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Barbara Abbs : Choosing and Using Climbing Plants  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Choosing and Using Climbing Plants: 

Climbers are among the most versatile plants in the garden, a quick and effective way to enhance privacy, increase 
interest, and add height. But gardeners often dont know how to make the most of their potential. Through sumptuous 
photographs and accessible text, this practical guide offers a wealth of information on climbers, from selecting the 
right varieties for a particular soil to planting, training, supporting, and caring for them. Youll even see how they can 
solve design problems by masking flaws and creating lively focal points. And those who want to build special display 
features will find plenty of fabulous projects too! 
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Adding height to a garden couldn't be easier with climbers and ramblers. Whilst trees and shrubs can eventually 
contribute to a more upward vision, they can take several years to attain their height. Climbers on the other hand can 
make their presence felt within a season. From a tiny seed, bulb or pruned stump, they are capable of achieving 8-10 
foot of upward growth in a very short space of time. As experienced gardener Barbara Abbs shows, there are more to 
climbers than just clematis, rose and honeysuckle. Ipomoeas, trachelospernums, hydrangeas, akebias and more, all 
waiting to add their presence to your garden. Not all are hardy and many die back in winter to recover their energy, 
ready for the big surge the following spring, but whether you just want summer floral, winter evergreen interest, 
scented flowers or autumn colour, you will find a good selection in this lavishly illustrated, well laid-out book. Full of 
hints, tips and cultivation advice together with design inspirations and climbing structures, this is an attractive work 
for those unsure of "Choosing and Using Climbing Plants". - Lucy WatsonAbout the AuthorBarbara Abbs is a well-
known authority in the gardening world and a committee member of the Garden Writers Guild. She has written several 
books and frequently contributes articles to national newspapers and magazines on a wide range of gardening topics. 
She lives in Lewes, East Sussex. 


