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Kerry Pierce: Chairmaking Simplified: 24 Projects Using Shop-M ade Jigs (Popular Woodworking) before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Chairmaking Simplified: 24
Projects Using Shop-Made Jigs (Popular Woodworking):

18 of 19 people found the following review helpful. Potentially great book with afatal flawBy Pjonesl bought this
book because | was interested in learning how to make shaker chairs, and wanted a thorough, comprehensive treatment
of the details. This book comes very close to achieving all | had hoped for it, but it has afatal flaw. First, let me
explain the good points. The book does provide a comprehensive and thorough treatment of building shaker chairs
from turning legs and rungs on the lathe through mortising the legs, shaping arms, rockers, and weaving the seat with
shaker chair tape as well as rushes. The book iswell organized and the author's approach seems quite appealing. The
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author does aterrific job of explaining nearly every phase of shaker chair building. Now for the fatal flaw. The
author's approach relies completely upon two clever jigs: afront mortise rung jig (FMRJ) and a side mortise rung jig
(SMRJ). The book provides (on page 67) drawings for the two jigs as well as some photographs of them on other
pages.Unfortunately, the jigs cannot be built with the information provided in the drawings. In the SMRJ, for example,
there isatrapezoidal shaped piece. The drawing provides the height of the longer leg of the trapezoid, but not the
height of the shorter leg. Since the relative dimensions of these two legs determine the critical angle at which mortises
aredrilled, you really need thisinformation to build the jig. This dimension cannot be determined by other information
in the drawing nor can it be determined from information given in the text. Furthermore, the critical angleis discussed
in general termsin the text, but nowhere specified (had it been, the dimension needed could have been worked out
with elementary trigonometry).The situation with the FMRJ is not any better. One of the dimensionsin the drawing is
missing. Furthermore, the photographs of the jig in the book do NOT correspond to the drawing. Thusit is pretty well
impossible to determine exactly how to build thisjig. The only thing that alleviates this situation is that, in this case,
thejigisused to drill mortises at a 90 degree angle. Thus, one can see exactly what isintended and, | believe it would
be pretty straightforward to design ajig to accomplish the intended task.One final caveat. The section on turning and
sharpening may be a questionable inclusion. Other books dealing solely with turning (Darlow's books, for example)
provide a much more comprehensive (and better) treatment of turning and sharpening. | suppose itsinclusion can be
justified on the basis of providing a complete reference under one cover.Without the two jigs, however, the author's
approach cannot be carried out. While some experimentation (involving wasted time, material, and money on the
reader's part) may resolve the dimensioning problems with the jig drawings, it irks me to have to spend my time and
money doing so when a competent editing job could have obviated the necessity of doing so.The author came very
close to having atrue classic here (one which would have rated 5 stars easily, and was prevented from doing so only
by a careless editor. My advice to the author: find away to get an addendum to the book out on the web correcting
these errors.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Simplified Y ES...Thorough....?By Caleb Jamesl would
rate this close to a4 but not quite. First let me say that | do think that thisis a book worth owning. Why? A few good
reasons.There are good measured drawings of avariety of chairsthat create a solid reference to start any of the
projects. They may be missing some details for the novice but basic geometry and some trial and error, whichis
inevitable, can figure out the rest. On that note before | continue... | am not sure what the one reviewer was
complaining about in the front rung mortising jig drawing. It has al of the measurements to create the jig. Maybe mine
isarevised addition. Also | like how the author sets you at ease and you feel that making compound mortises in a post
isn't that big of adeal. In fact he helps you understand how being less than perfect actually can create a stronger chair
in his opinion, not sure of the reality of that thinking but is comforting.Read chapter 7. Thisis the part where you will
see how he describes his ssmple method. | enjoyed his thoughts on different aspects of chair making from his 4
decades of experience. That said | wish that the text could have been more to the point and clear when it came to the
actual methods being described in the chapter.Some parts | found | had to read several times to understand what he
was explaining. Thisled to merealizing that he was leaving some things out. Little details that you could figure out on
your own but what | seem to think is that with all the talking it could have been better used just focusing on the chair
making method. Also | found myself flipping from one page with text describing what you are doing to photos or
drawings showing you what to make or how to make it on different pages. This of course would interupt your focus.
Good layout would have improved this book. For these reasons that iswhy | gave this aless than perfect score. | have
been doing case work and other furniture pieces for some years now so | can figure out what to do but for the novice |
think this could be frustrating and not in fact make chair making "simplified". However, al in all | RECOMMEND
THIS BOOK. | say this because despite the poor layout it has good information.| have found that you can not rely
totally on one source for your reference material so you will probably buy another book to compliment this one
anyways. Learn the concepts behind a method and apply it to how and what you want to build. | bought this book to
learn about rung and post construction. | am not going to use his jig because | am not building shaker style chairs,
though | am sure it would make it simple and would work well. | did however learn what | needed to know to feel
confident in making the pieces that | want. That to me was worth the low cost of the book.By the way the 2 chapters
on Windsor chair making was areal treat. It is hard to find a good book on that subject at a reasonable price. The two
chapters are written by a different person so it isless wordy and more to the point. If | were writing areview on that
part of the book alone | would give it ahigher review just for the clarity and simple explanations and good layout of
photos and text. No flipping from one page with text describing what you are doing to photos or drawings showing
you what to make or how to make it. For these two chapters alone with the four detailed drawings of windsor chairs
plus the "shave pony" drawing would be worth the purchase if that is what you where wanting to make.As for the
chapter on lathes | can't comment since | didn't read it. | have all the reference on that that | need. | hope this helps.
Buy this book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Make sure you have alatheBy TwodeuceHis chair
designs are based on lathe work...and their is plenty of helpful tips with alathe aswell. But if you don't own one, there
isno point in reading it. Also, his seats are all based on woven and wicker designs. Nothing in their about dishing out
solid wood or anything like that for the actual seat.Not a bad read though.



The fear of chairmaking is gone! Worried that you don't have what it takes to create stunning and comfortable chairs?
From getting the perfect angle to making sure the size isjust right and that each chair is comfortablechairmaking can
be adaunting task for any woodworker. But, never fear! Author Kerry Pierce draws upon decades of professional
chairmaking experience to provide a handful of simple jigs that take the fear out of chairmaking.This book shows you
how to make a variety of styles and types of chairs, from aladder-back Shaker chair to a continuous-arm Windsor
chair. You'll learn how to weave tape and rush seats, carve and shape wooden seats and much more.

About the AuthorKerry Pierce has authored over ten woodworking books including Pleasant Hill Shaker Furniture,
The Art of Chair-Making, Making Elegant Gifts from Wood and The Custom Furniture Sourcebook. Since 1995, he
has served as contributing editor of Woodwork and is afrequent contributor to the magazine. His chairs have been
exhibited at a number of Ohio venues, and Kerry is a chairmaking instructor at the Marc Adams School of
Woodworking.



