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Marc Morris : Castle: A History of the Buildings That Shaped Medieval Britain  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Castle: A History of the Buildings That Shaped 
Medieval Britain: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Best Book on Castles I've ReadBy HistFictMarc Morris is a first rate 
historian of medieval English history. This book will acquaint you with their origin and development while placing 
everything in a precise historical context. It is focused on England and does not address the castles on the European 
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continent except in passing. Morris provides the perfect amount of detail in a clear way. The book should be read by 
anyone with an interest in castles and will greatly enhance any visit to English castles. It is the rare book that is 
suitable for general readers and enlightening for those with extensive knowledge. Highly recommended.3 of 3 people 
found the following review helpful. A Riveting Tale Indeed!By Charles M. MarstellerThe story of the development of 
use of the castle, and the evolution of castle technology in Britain, is the tale told by Marc Morris in Castle: A History 
of the Buildings that Shaped Medieval Britain.And a wonderfully accessible tale it is! Dr.Morris has brought this story 
alive in a very interesting, storytelling way--providing this reader with insights that had never occurred before.It is for 
that reason I recommend this book. If you are interested in the subject of castles, you will find this book a very 
interesting and riveting tale indeed.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. FascinatingBy D. RaymondIf 
you ever want to know about how castles developed in Medieval Britain, this is the book for you. Enjoyable to read, 
with illustrations and photographs that help explain the concepts.

'Castle' is a wide-ranging and original history of some of the most magnificent buildings in Britain. It explores many 
of the country's most famous and best-loved castles, as well as some little-known national treasures.

"Captivating and entertaining... More than just a study of architecture, weaponry and personalities, Castle pieces 
together a comprehensive overview that gives a fresh take on medieval and early modern Britain and the forces that 
shaped it. Whether ruined or intact, castles still have the power to fire the imagination, and Marc Morris leave you in 
no doubt why." * BBC History Magazine *From the PublisherBeginning in the 11th century, when castles were first 
introduced to Britain, and ending in the 17th century, when they were largely abandoned, Castle charts an epic history, 
driven by figures like William the Conqueror, who, by building and besieging castles, shaped the fate of the nation. At 
the same time, it is a homely story of lesserknown individuals and how their lives were consumed by the castles they 
built. As historian Marc Morris shows us, there is more to castles than drawbridges and battlements. Grand or humble, 
a castle is first and foremost a home. It may look inhospitable from the outside, but the interior is all about luxury and 
comfort: grand halls, massive kitchens, and lavish private chambersall of which made these buildings ideal homes for 
their owners. To understand castleswho built them, who lived in them, and whyis to understand the forces that shaped 
medieval Britain.About the AuthorMarc Morris is an historian and broadcaster. He studied and taught history at the 
universities of London and Oxford, and his doctorate on the thirteenth-century earls of Norfolk was published in 2005. 
In 2003 he presented the highly-acclaimed television series Castle, and wrote its accompanying book. He is the author 
of the bestselling biography of Edward I, A Great and Terrible King, and The Norman Conquest. 


