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Excerpt from Building With LogsA building should have a good foundation, and a log structure is no exception to the 
rule. For the sake of economy in labor and material it is sufficient, in some instances, to place small buildings on piers 
of concrete or rough native stone, but usually it will be more satisfactory to use continuous walls of stone masonry or 
con crete to provide uninterrupted support for the logs and thus avoid their tendency to sag. These walls, however, 
should be provided with small openings for the circulation of air to prevent the wood from dry rotting. Furthermore, 
the continuous foundation wall has the additional advantage of preventing rodents from getting under the building. In 
no case should the logs be placed directly upon the ground since wood tends to decay when in contact with the 
earth.The two end walls of the exterior foundation should be higher than the side walls in order to offset the difference 
in level of the logs on adjacent walls, the end-wall logs being half their thickness hi her than those on the side walls.Tn 
building a log wall the chief problem is in closing the opening between each pair of logs. There are various ways of 
doing this, but only those regarded as most satisfactory will be described in this publication. The width of such 
openings is affected by several factors: (1) The manner of placing the logs upon each other; (2) the type of corner used 
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where two walls meet; (8) the openings for doors and windows; and (4) the natural shrinkage of wood in the process of 
drying.About the PublisherForgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at 
www.forgottenbooks.comThis book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-
the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections 
present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be 
replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections 
that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.


