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Chris Gleason : Building Real Furniture for Everyday Life (Popular Woodworking)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Building Real Furniture for Everyday Life 
(Popular Woodworking): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Disappointing. With little more effort, you can make furniture that is 
attractiveBy NoraDisappointing. With little more effort, you can make furniture that is attractive. Put "country 
furniture" into s search engine. You'll find all sorts of better alternatives.27 of 29 people found the following review 
helpful. NOT furniture in the sense of something you'd be proud to have made...By Arthur HeldThe cover of this book 
is a bit misleading. The detailed plans call for really unsatisfactory approaches. These include plywood with bare 
edges on many projects, pegboard screwed on the front of a box for a clothes hamper, and end-screwed supports on a 
bookcase.There is nothing WRONG with furniture like this - if you want weak, visually unappealing furniture that will 
give you splinters in a year or two. But you don't need this book to help you build such pieces. This is all furniture 
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anyone who can hold a saw or start a drill can easily figure out with a sketchpad. For the cost of materials you can get 
a better solution at IKEA.The book's one redeeming feature: the pictures inside are true to the projects - rough cuts, 
bare edges and ungainly proportions all show clearly in the illustrations. You will get what you see, and you won't 
struggle much to achieve it.There are far better books available with good starter projects that will teach you the 
RIGHT way to make joints, finish edges, and use attractive proportions: Danny Proulx' books are almost all good, with 
both plans and plentiful illustrations - such as "Build your Own Home Office Furnuiture", and "Fast and Easy 
Techniques for building modern cabinetry"both use inexpensive materials and good techniques to build pieces of 
which you can be proud.For good PLANS (but less instruction) you might want ot try : Quick and easy weekend 
woodworking Projects, and Build Your Own Contemporary Furniture (both also published by Popular woodworking 
mag and available on ).Your project might not come out looking quite as nice as the picture, but you have a fighting 
chance of building something above dorm-room rejects.If its worth doing, its worth doing right.2 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. Great for college students or others on a budgetBy Free ThinkerAre you a cash-strapped 
college student, a single person or couple just starting out, or just a minimalist? Do you need furniture? Do you have 
some basic tools, or access to them, and at least average intelligence?If you meet the above qualifications you will find 
this book helpful. It shows how to build simple, very sturdy, somewhat funky looking bed stands, dressers, etc.These 
aren't my kind of pieces, but I enjoyed the author's laid back attitude, environmental sensitivity and willingness to 
stand out in the crowd.Especially helpful if you are into the looks of the 1960s, this book will teach you the basics of 
woodworking, including the skills which you can use to build "nicer" pieces when you've got the cash.Or you can just 
stick with the designs in this book, and someday end up on one of those "weird home" shows on the Discovery 
Channel. Either way, it's all good!

Functional, fashionable, fun-to-build furniture!Break down the barriers that stop you from building the furniture you 
need. Even if you're short on tools, time or money, you can make practical, sturdy and cool stuff with the help of Chris 
Gleason - a maverick professional cabinetmaker with a sharp eye for design and little patience for fussy, ornate period 
furniture.Armed with his revolutionary techniques, you'll learn how to build the sleek and modern furniture found in 
high-class furniture galleries. And you'll do it without a shop full of tools - or even a shop at all! All it takes are some 
inexpensive portable power tools and a place to work, like your garage or driveway.Build a curved-side armoire in one 
day for less than $20!Construct a blanket chest with a stylish angled base for only $40.Make expandable hanging 
shelves for DVDs and CDs in only an hour.Building Real Furniture for Everyday Life lets you sidestep intimidating 
traditional furniture techniques and build sensible furniture on a budget. All you need is a place to work, a place to put 
the finished pieces and the plans in this book.

About the AuthorChris Gleason is the author of Building Real Furniture for Everyday Life and The Complete Custom 
Closet. He has also contributed to Popular Woodworking magazine. 


