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Tina Skinner : Building Outdoor Environments with Retaining Walls  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Building Outdoor Environments with Retaining Walls: 

9 of 10 people found the following review helpful. A bit of a disconnect between the title and contentsBy M. 
ElconinI've purchased countless books from over the years and was never motivated to write a review until now. I 
ordered this book hoping that it would help me decide among different types of retaining walls and then help me to 
actually construct them.The catch is that this entire book only pertains to a single brand of retaining wall called 
VERSA-LOK. While the enthusiastic foreword penned by the president of VERSA-LOK was touching, I was hoping 
for a quite a bit more breadth on the subject. There are only about 20 pages on how to build VERSA-LOK walls and 
the remainder of the book consists of pictures of sample walls by you know who.Much praise for 's easy return 
policy.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Don't waste your money!By Sandy KayI was really 
disappointed with this book. I need to replace the steps and retaining wall on the side of my driveway and was 
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expecting this book to have plans or instructions for various types of retaining walls.Instead, this book is essentially an 
expensive brochure for the Versa-Lok brand of retaining wall blocks. The content part of the book is only about 25 
pages and does not appear to have much information (if anything) that is not in either the Versa-Lok brochures you 
can get free from retailers of those blocks or on the company web site (or the web site of other retaining wall block 
manufacturers). The rest of the book is pictures of retaining walls, patios and stairways. These pictures are similar to 
what you would see if you picked up brochures at a retailer or looked online.Unless you want to get ideas for your 
retaining wall and other hardscape features by looking at pictures in a book rather than in brochures or online, save 
your money.3 of 6 people found the following review helpful. A pick for any serious homeownerBy Midwest Book 
ReviewIf you're a homeowner seeking inspiration for an outdoor project, here's a gallery of backyards, entryways and 
landscaping options which packs in over two hundred color images of patio settings, courtyards, flower beds, and 
more. The focus is on retaining wall construction: walls that are functional and visually pleasing. An introduction 
offers some insights into soil reinforcement and setting but it's the color photos of such walls integrated into a variety 
of landscapes which makes Building Outdoor Environments with Retaining Walls a pick for any serious homeowner's 
or public library reference collection.Diane C. DonovanCalifornia Bookwatch

A beautiful gallery of luscious backyards and exquisite entryways will inspire you to terrace and sculpt your lawn. 
Step-by-step instructions will walk you through the process of creating these showpieces using concrete products 
widely available on today's landscaping market. Over 250 color images display outdoor kitchens, front entry 
courtyards, water features, patio settings, flower beds, and raised seating that provide curb appeal and creature 
comforts to the residential environment. The potential for enhancing and reshaping the landscape is as limitless as the 
imagination, and this book serves as an excellent launching point. Simple, clear graphics clarify the process of 
retaining wall construction, making it a wonderful tool for training and inspiring amateur and professional landscapers 
alike.
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