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Charles Underwood : Building a Log Cabin in Alaska in Four Months: Using the trees from two acres of land 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Building a Log Cabin 
in Alaska in Four Months: Using the trees from two acres of land: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Well Written and ClearBy Lee CI very thought out book with a lot 
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of great information. The pictures where helpful, but you did have to thumb to the back of the book to find them. 
Overall a great add to my collection of building off the grid books for my future home1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Good job on thisBy ProfessorGood job on this. The only issue I have is that it should have 
some pictures of how some of the work is done. That would have made this quite a bit stronger. Good read otherwise.0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Much wisdom in one bookBy CustomerGreat read, you can tell the 
author is actually experienced in what he's writing about and gives great insight, unlike most who just repeat what 
they've heard from others!

This book should be helpful as a how to guide for a man working alone to build a strong, yet simple log cabin made to 
last. It can be a log cabin that a man can be proud to call his home or for a getaway home on the weekend. I built the 
13 by 41 foot cabin shell, including cutting down the trees and peeling off the bark, in three months while camping out 
in a tent. Cutting down the trees and peeling off the bark took more than half of the time in completing the shell of the 
cabin. It was hard work, but by using the trees on my property, and a couple that I got off the rivers gravel bar, I saved 
money and it gave me a more satisfying feeling of accomplishment as I lived my dream. I did the work by myself 
without anyone or any heavy log moving equipment helping. My wife, Su, and my then seven year old son, Anthony, 
helped me to work on the cabin mainly by freeing me from having to cook, clean, and do other daily chores while the 
cabin went up. We lived in a tent on our property for 4 months as we built the cabin. The extra month and a half was 
needed due to the not expected deep snow upon our arrival in March in Alaska, and having to survey the land before I 
could start cutting down trees. I give some special pointers that will help with building a log cabin in a cold, snowy 
place like Alaska, but most of what I write can be used to build a log cabin in a forested area anywhere. After three 
months work the cabin shell was up and we moved from our tents into the cabin, however, the well and plumbing, 
septic system, woodstove chimney, interior walls, electrical wiring, and 8 by 28 foot add-on to the side of the cabin, 
which are covered in varying details (less on the wiring and plumbing) in this book, were worked on as I got the time 
and money. Overall, to complete the cabin, it took about four to five months of my time. The 757 square foot cabin 
was completed in about four months time working long hours, six days a week. The long camping experience was an 
ordeal for my wife, but my son and I enjoyed it. We thank God for His help and guidance through it all. The plans 
contained in this book are designed to allow a man working alone to build a cabin in a short time that will last a life 
time. I include an additional chapter about building a pergola type patio cover out of red cedar. 59 pictures are 
included in this book. My first trip to Alaska was in 1981 when I went there looking for adventure and prospecting for 
gold. I wrote about that experience in the book: THE WILD STILL CALLS TO ALASKA: Looking for gold; 
Enjoying the wild!

From the AuthorThere are various motivations for people to want to build their own log cabin. For me, I wanted to 
live in the semi-wilderness in Alaska, along with having my house paid for, and the experience of building the cabin 
myself. If it is your dream to build your log cabin in the woods somewhere; it can be done even if you do not have 
construction experience. When problems arise, work them out and keep your eye on the end goal. I wrote this book 
with the hope that it helps people to pursue their dreams and build their own log cabins. All the time and effort was 
worth it once I was in the cabin that I had built by the Salcha River.About the AuthorWhen I was in the fourth grade in 
elementary school, one of the books that my teacher read to the class was "Little House on the Prairie" by Laura 
Ingalls Wilder. The story of Laura and her families' life, along with camp outs and canoe outings on the Brazos River 
in Texas, and some camp outs in Colorado and Wyoming, increased my desire for experiencing the outdoors. Another 
book that I liked and probably influenced my moving to Alaska was "White Fang" by Jack London. My dad read it to 
me (editing out some words) along with a Bible story at bedtime. Some of the reasons that we moved to Alaska were 
because I wanted us to be able to hike, and have access to the wilderness without a lot of fences and private property to 
worry about. I also wanted to build a log cabin in the semi-wilderness. It is always nice to have your home paid for 
and by building it myself I was able to realize that goal at an early age. My relationship with and absolute faith in my 
Savior Jesus Christ has been the foundation of my life and has up held me at all times and I am happy to express my 
thankfulness for the opportunity to live out my dream. My first trip to Alaska was in 1981. I wrote about that 
experience in the book titled: The WILD STILL CALLS TO ALASKA: Looking for Gold; Enjoying the Wild! We 
moved to Alaska and I built the log cabin in 1992 when I was 30 years old. We left ten years later heading back to 
Texas. It was ten years filled with adventure. 


