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Lloyd Kahn : Buildersof the Pacific Coast (The Shelter Library of Building Books) before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Builders of the Pacific Coast (The Shelter Library of
Building Books):

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. AMAZING HOME MADE HOUSES REVIEWBY BARBARA
OL SEN-HENDERSONwe have just built our own pole house and this book was my bible. it's such a beautiful and
inspiring book, and in the planning stages for our house, i pretty much read through it nearly every day just to excite
myself about our project and to glean more wonderful ideas. it was so handy to show our builders pictures of detailsi
wanted to incorporate, and i've shown and lent it to many friends who also loved it. it's awonderful book - a heart-
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warming read and fabulous pictures. highly recommend it to anyone who wants to have a home with loving, hand-
made detail.cheersl of 1 people found the following review helpful. Totally picsBy Jmmyl bought this when | was
building my first house and it inspired me to think outside the box and be creative about finishing. A great book for
wood working types, handy wood oriented types and those who want something different in their house but need some
inspiration. Great book and good value.O of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great wood!By WolfReally
great book!

A continuation of LIoyd Kahns journeys into the creative processes of owner-built homes their innovative techniques,
use of sustainable materials, and essential dedication to the natural elements surrounding their designs Builders of the
Pacific Coast explores the aesthetics and skills of three master buildersin California, Washington state, and the rugged
terrain of British Columbia. The three featured craftsmen LIoyd House, Bruce Atkey, and Sun Ray Kelley combine
imaginative architecture with innovative contexts: everything from unusual house-boats to sculptural dwellings made
of driftwood are included. With stunning color and black-and-white photographs, as well as detailed black-and-white
drawings of the homes, this collection of unique and progressive designs creates atemplate for afuture filled with
forward-thinking architecture.

Whether you start with the Book of Genesis or the Adventures of Robinson Crusoe, we humans have long loved tales
about creating a new world - or building one from scratch. Lloyd Kahn's new book, Builders of the Pacific Coast, is
primarily an account of builders and hand-crafted structures dating from the 60s to the 80s. Y et the rugged coastal
setting of his odyssey - a blue and green world from Point Reyes Peninsulato Vancouver Island - invokes a simpler,
more pristine time, an Eden of sorts. When forests grew down to the sea, building codes were few, lumber was
plentiful (often free) and anyone with skill, a strong back and the courage to try could create something beautiful and
enduring. On every page of this book is something shocking and delightful. A boat with legs. A roof like aleaf. A
caravan with eyes. A split-cedar woodshed shaped like a bird. Stair rails so sinuous and snakey they might cometo life
and grab you. Sculpted earth walls. Round windows and arched doors. Roofs curved like seagull wings. Grottos
choked with ferns and flowers. Not that there's any shortage of creatures and fantastical characters. Just off-camera
lurk orcas, eagles and bears. And then there are the builders themselves. There hasn't been a cast of charactersthis
colorful since Ken Kesey packed up his Underwood. Builders of the Pacific Coast rolls on, mile after mile, in an
odyssey so firsthand and vivid that you feel every rut in the road. And come to know, as Lloyd Kahn did, the soul of
the place. The strong hands and big hearts of the people, the staggering abundance of the land and sea, the leaping joy
that such a place still exists. --Mike Litchfield, West Marin Citizen, October 30, 2008L1oyd Kahn has done it again.
This gifted photographer and storyteller has created a beautiful, inspiring and imaginative book about natural human
shelter made by ordinary, artful hands. With Builders of the Pacific Coast, Kahn focuses the lens of his camera on the
hand built structures he discovered journeying along the Pacific coast north to British Columbia from his home near
San Francisco. Aswith his previous book Shelter, and its sequel "Home Work", Kahn lets the buildings and the
builders speak mostly for themselves. These buildings speak of wood and water, broad |andscapes and natural
elements, and the men and women who integrate these resources and inspirations into shelter and assemblages of
natural beauty. While much of the book focuses on homesteads, boats, sculptural buildings of driftwood and stone, and
more than forty builders, Kahn gives more than athird of the book to feature the work of three unique builders, Lloyd
House, Bruno Atkey and SunRay Kelley. This choiceis awise one, as each of these men has created a body of work
worthy of abook or two each. Read Builders of the Pacific Coast just to see what these builders have done with trees.
The structures House makes by "... (getting) the bullet out of the gun and then (running) after it to get it to hit the right
spot" are a conundrum of simplicity and intricate complex assembly. Kelley's sense of whimsy, mammoth scale and
sublime organic freedom may remind one of Spain's Gaudi. In Kelly'swork we are treated to equally exotic, massive
and sculptural buildings but of whole trees, straw and clay. Pioneering surfer and tinkerer Atkey seemsto have made
or assembled everything around him, from his knife to his stove to the houses he's built with fine craftsmanship and
love. One of Kahn's photos of an Atkey seaside homestead interior looks like a sketch by M.C. Escher cometo lifein
3-D color and speaks to both the skill of the builder and the photographer. Lloyd Kahn has likely done more to bring
the work of natural builders into public consciousness than just about anyone in recent times. Countless times in recent
years | have been told by owner-builders, designers, architects and pioneers of the natural building movement that one
of Lloyd's books inspired their projects. | look forward to the new creations inspired by this latest very good work by
Lloyd Kahn and his Shelter Publications. --Jack Stephens, Natural Building NetworkFrom the Authorl finished laying
out the last two pages of this book on a Sunday afternoon. | felt kind of elated, since it'd been such along haul -- three
years from start to finish. | decided to sleep on the beach that night, as the next day was my birthday and | wanted to
watch the sunrise from the beach.I took off on foot from home, with a pack and sleeping bag. It was early evening and
a northwest wind was blowing pretty hard. When | got to my usual spot on the beach (about three miles), lo and
behold -- here was this little driftwood shack. Perfect. | crawled inside. It felt good. Shelter from the wind, cozy, nice
touches. A starfish over the doorway. Boards carefully fitted, no nails.| rolled out my tarp and sleeping bag, stashed



my pack, took off my shoes, patrolled the beach, and came back in time to watch the sunset from inside.It was a
perfect ending to this book on coastal homes -- this random little soulful building, atemporary assemblage on the
Pacific Ocean, by an anonymous free-spirited builder. Put together from driftwood brought to this spot by ocean
currents. Shelter from the wind and fog; a place to get out of the sun, to take a nap, to listen to the waves, to watch the
sunset, to sleep at night -- shelter as simple as aroof overhead.-L KFrom the Inside Flapln 2004, LIoyd Kahn
discovered a group of unique carpenters along the Pacific Coast of North America. Over atwo-year period, he made
four trips north from his home in the San Francisco Bay Area, up the coast, shooting the photos that appear in this
book.To preserve homeowners' privacy, specific locations are not given, but suffice to say this book focuses on the
Pacific Coast north from San Francisco up to and around Vancouver Island, British Columbia, latitudes 37 to 49
degrees.There's been avortex of creative carpentry energy in this part of the world over the last 30 years. Many of the
builders shown here got started in the countercultural era of the '60s and '70s, and their work has never been shown in
books or magazine articles.Asin the author's previous books Shelter and Home Work, there are three featured
builders: LIoyd House, master craftsman and designer who has created a series of unique homes on asmall island;
Bruno Atkey, builder of a number of houses and lodges built of hand-split cedar on "The Wild Coast" (the Pacific
Ocean side of Vancouver Island), and SunRay Kelley, barefoot builder tuned into Nature, who has designed and built
wildly imaginative structures in Washington, California, and other parts of the country. In addition, there are working
homesteads, sculptural buildings of driftwood, homes that are beautiful aswell as practical, live-aboard boats, gypsy-
type caravans, and examples of stunning architectural design.The two predominant features of the landscape here are
water and wood. Most of these buildings are on or close to the sea. Islands are reached by ferries; it'samarine
environment. And, there's an abundance of wood. Trees grow fast and tall in rainy Northwest forests; many of these
buildings were constructed entirely from logs off the beach or trees from adjacent land.Y ou're invited to come along
on these trips up and down the coast: going down these roads, riding the ferries, camping on the beaches, meeting
these builders, and seeing their unigque creations.



