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E. COBHARE BREWER : Brewer's Dictionary of Phrase and Fable  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Brewer's Dictionary of Phrase and Fable: 

43 of 43 people found the following review helpful. Just IndispensableBy A CustomerThis book is simply one of the 
best dictionaries of its kind ever to have been published, and, I might add, Brewer's work has already become a classic. 
It contains a wealth of entries from divers areas, including mythology, history, classics, language, as well as common 
sayings, phrases and legends. Useful as a reference though it is, this dictionary is eminently suited to a casual browse, 
which one will invariably find interesting, entertaining and edifying, containing many obscure tidbits of trivia that 
catches one's eyes. This edition, unfortunately, omits a few entries that were present in previous editions, and this is a 
sad loss, but, all in all, the book is worth every penny, and is a valuable reference on anyone's bookshelf, especially to 
those with literary pretensions.6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. This "Classic Edition" is quite good, 
although abridgedBy William BultasThe full version of this edition of Brewer's is available free online (public 
domain), and in PDF format comes in at well over 900 pages (I believe close to 1,000). This abridged print edition has 
876 pages. I cannot determine who edited this version, and no date of publication for the original full material can be 
found (in the online or this print edition), but it was no earlier than 1951, and no later than 1971. I established this 
because I quickly found a 1951 date for an event in the past tense in the book, but Memorial Day is not listed as the 
last Monday in May, and that was established by federal law in 1971.Every entry I checked in the print version is an 
exact copy of what you'll find in the public domain PDF version, but I found several entries in the PDF which are not 
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in this print version. Still, it's a lot of fun, as well as educational. Soon I'll buy one of the more recent editions (at this 
time the current edition is the 17th, published in the last 2-3 years) and compare the 2; this will likely produce hours of 
pleasureful geekitude.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerGreat fit but inseam is 
a little long

Celebrating the 125th anniversary of its first publication, an updated edition provides more than twenty thousand 
expertly researched definitions of typical phrases and words and explains their historical origins. National ad/promo.


