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Christy Ferer, Risa Palazzo : Breaking the Rules: Home Style for the Way We Live Today  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Breaking the Rules: Home Style for the 
Way We Live Today: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy mary abshergreat1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Great book on interior ideas!.By STEVEN ELMSThe book looked at interiors in an" out of the box" 
perspective which was the reason we wanted it. It helped us accomplish what we wanted to do.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Five StarsBy SharonGood experience!

The old rules of decorating are dead, says style maker and TV personality Christy Ferer. Whether we've wanted to or 
not, we've staged a revolution -- a revolution in taste and in the way we live. In today's homes, anything goes, and 
we're all the happier for it. In this exuberant and groundbreaking book, we discover what works and what happens to 
the way we live when all the rules are broken. Today we find that the dining room, once a place of fine linens and 
formal dinner parties, has become an office, a rec room, a space families live in every day. It's still beautiful, but who 
cares if the chairs match? Life has changed and, like everything else, the old rules sometimes just don't make sense. 
This revolution in taste has opened the door to a million new possibilities. But where do we start? In "Breaking the 
Rules," style whiz Christy Ferer shakes up the old assumptions and provides us with fabulous tips about: COLOR -- 
Common wisdom tells us to stick to neutrals for major areas and let brighter colors serve as accents, but Ferer shows 
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us how green, blue, and even pink work as the new neutrals. PATTERN -- Plaids with florals, checks with stripes? 
Heresy! Not so, says Ferer, who proclaims that patterns mix well when their colors are the same intensity. SCALE -- 
We've all heard that in a small room we should keep the furniture small. But here, we see that oversize pieces can 
expand our perception of space. FUNCTION -- The dining room for dining, the library for reading, the maid's room 
for the maid...whose house is that? Every space serves multiple functions today, Ferer points out. If a dining room 
unfolds its cabinets to become a home office/media room, somuch the better. FURNITURE -- The bedroom suite and 
the matching Colonial living room are things of the past. Today, nothing needs to match -- and it's more interesting if 
it doesn't. An eighteenth-century sofa is only enhanced next to a 1960s coffee table. This inspiring book illuminates 
these and other ideas with more than 140 extraordinary color photographs that take us into the living quarters of some 
exceptionally creative people, among them Calvin Klein, Donna Karan, Bette Midler, Bill Blass, and Cynthia Rowley. 
In "Breaking the Rules," Christy Ferer brings together fabulous ideas and a feast of dazzling photos as she walks us 
through the brave new world we've made for ourselves -- and shows us how much fun a revolution can be.

From Library JournalThese two books demonstrate the effective use of bold, dark, and vibrant color in interiors. Lee, 
interiors editor of the Times magazine of London, successfully shows that "dark colors don't have to be overpowering 
or somber they can be inviting and comforting." Although she begins with an overview of how light, texture, and tone 
can affect dark colors, most of her book is a gallery of photographs grouped by different colors and showing the use of 
each in a variety of interior design styles. The subtitle of Ferer and Palazzo's book is misleading. Rather than providing 
practical advice for modern decorating, the authors present bold, colorful, and eclectic examples of contemporary 
interior design by visiting the homes of celebrities and designers such as Bette Midler, Donna Karan, and Bill Blass. 
Purchase Mood Indigo for large interior design collections. Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc. Bette 
Midler You don't get to be a decorating diva by following the rules. Christy Ferer knows which ones you can get away 
with breaking and come out smelling like a rose. -- About the AuthorChristy Ferer has been a style maker for 
television audiences for more than fifteen years -- these days she has monthly segments on CBS's The Early Show and 
NBC's Early Today, as well as weekly reports on ABC radio. She has been a contributor to such shows as Today, The 
Oprah Winfrey Show, Live with Regis, and Good Morning America. She also owns and runs Vidicom, a video 
production company, and has just launched Stylewiz.com. The author of Decorating on a Dime, Ferer lives in New 
York City with her husband and two daughters. 


