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Noel Kingsbury : Bold and Exotic Plants. Using Form and Shapeto Create Visual Impact in the Garden before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Bold and Exotic Plants: Using
Form and Shape to Create Visual Impact in the Garden:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful reference photosBy Shayl'm an artist and was in need of
visual reference of great exotic plants...and thisfillsthe bill! A perfect non-bulky size...great color pictures
throughout...very helpful...4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful Book, Poor TypesetBy A
CustomerThisis afine book, full of ideas that will make you reconsider your garden - planted or planned. So many
unusual plants, such limited space and time!However, the type the publishers chose for the captions - and there are
250! - istiny. And against an otherwise attractive mottled background they are very difficult to read - even for good
eyes. One hasto read this book as one would study atext -under good light at atable. Forget the soft light and easy
chair. Thetotal experience is much lessthan it should be given Nol Kingsbury's expertise, pleasant writing style and
excellent assortment of photos.10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. A Beautiful Garden Design Guide
Emphasizing Striking FoliageBy njBold and Exotic Plants is a practical, no-nonsense, garden design book focused on
foliage that makes a statement. Every page contains beautiful photos that provide inspiration and visually demonstrate
the author's design concepts.Unlike some garden design books that are fixated on color combination and maintaining
constant color in the garden, this book focuses more on variation in foliage form and texture, and maintaining interest
in the garden all year long. The interplay of foliage colorsis just one element of design, and often subtle. The crisp
photography is particularly good at capturing the play of light off different shades of green in the various leaves, and
showing how different textures respond with shimmering reflection or near absorbtion.Despite the title, most of the
plants featured are not as exotic as you might think and shouldn't be difficult to find. (Suppliers are listed at the end of
the book). Characteristics that fit the author's notion of exotic are plants that impress by their sheer size or because
their leaves are out of scale with the rest of the plant. This definition lends new respect to some rather common plants.
For instance, the author shows how every day ferns can have a bold and exotic effect when sited properly or planted en
masse.Many of the gardens featured are a bit too naturalistic for my taste, but the concepts are readily adaptable to
formal or informal gardens. The book illustrates how even afew exotics, carefully incorporated, can provide structure
and afocal point that will enhance an otherwise conservative flower bed.

Plants that leap out from the rest by virtue of their striking forms, vivid hues, large leaves, or dramatic spikes star in
this glorious guide to designing exotic, award-winning gardens. This author's imaginative design schemes feature
exotic plants that seem to have wandered into the garden from another climate. Page after page of inspiring
photographs show how such plants can suggest atropical atmosphere, capturing the admiration of anyone whose eye
sweeps over them. The book includes adiscussion of the characteristics of bold plants and the settings most hospitable
to them; adirectory of the best exotics, such as tree ferns, agaves, and eryngiums, to name just afew of the one
hundred examples listed; as well as practical tips on plant care, propagation, and maintenance.



