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Marianne Lipanovich, Tom Wilhite : Big Book of Garden Designs (Big Book of)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Big Book of Garden Designs (Big Book of): 

9 of 9 people found the following review helpful. A few dissapointments, but happy overallBy B. BomanOverall, I am 
happy with this book. It provides a ton of landscape ideas for different areas throughout the yard. The water color 
pictures are beautiful, but like many others I wish there were more actual pictures. Actual pictures would provide a 
better idea of what the landscape plan would actually look like rather than the "ideal" idea from the painting which 
may be a bit unrealistic. From my own personal experience and research of plants, I can attest that many of the plans 
in this book will provide variety and interest throughout the growing season. However, unlike the water color pictures, 
all of the flowers won't be in bloom at the same time. If you want season long bloom you will want to add more 
annuals to your garden than the book suggests. Also, many of the plans are more of a cottage or informal garden look. 
If you are looking for more formal gardens or ideas for hardscaping, this book may not be for you. One other thing I 
was hoping for in this book is landscape plans with a more broad perspective (the entire front yard for example). I was 
a little disappointed to find the focus is more on improving separate areas of the yard rather than an overall yard plan. I 
have found a lot of ideas from this book and plan to put them into practice this summer. I would buy this book again 
despite the few things above that I found a little disappointing.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great 
book for designing an english stye gardenBy Valuable BookI recently purchased a half-dozen books as I am designing 
an english style garden. This book is far and away the most practical and most useful. It combines real world and 
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interesting design ideas with nice hand drawn illustrations and color photos. It also includes a list of plants with each 
design. In addition, there are various styles and themes which are very helpful including a garden in a hot climate, one 
for an alpine climate and various other interesting ideas. Can't beat the practical aspect and good value for money.5 of 
5 people found the following review helpful. Mostly helpful but could be betterBy Sylvia JonathanI believe that all the 
photos or sketches in the book come with a plant list. Yet none were entered for pages 60 and 61. Did the author 
simply forget? What a shame!I would have liked to see a reference to plants' growing proclivities, i.e. suitable for 
cascading, upright, ground cover etc.

Whether youre starting from the ground up or rethinking your existing outdoor living areas, youll find plenty of 
inspiration in Big Book of Garden Designs. With over 120 garden plans designed to fit every imaginable landscape 
situation, this new volume guides you through the issues that perplex anyone planning a garden. Such as, which plants 
are appropriate for your climate? What species will give you the look you want? How much maintenance is involved? 
Each plan includes a flexible planting list adaptable to your climate and personal style. For every space and every 
need, from entries to side yards to specialty color schemes, youll find a multitude of options that will fulfill your 
gardening desires. Features:


