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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Barber's Turn-of-the-
Century Houses: Elevations and Floor Plans (Dover Architecture): 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. VIctorian inspirationsBy JudithThis is a Dover reprint of a book 
containing plans for Victorian era houses. The houses range from modest homes all the way to fabulous, rambling 
mansions. It was great fun to look through the plans and mentally renovate the old houses into a home we could live in 
comfortably now. The plans feature multiple fireplaces, turrets, wonderfully complicated stairways, lots of bay 
windows, porches, balconies, and all the other great details we love abut Victorian homes. On the other hand, closets 
and bathrooms were not up to our standards. One word of warning; some of the floorplans were very small. I read it on 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0486465276


my iPad, so I was able to enlarge the plans. This would not have been an enjoyable book to read on my Kindle Touch. 
I wouldn't recommend buying this in the Kindle format if your Kindle or the Kindle app on your device does not have 
the ability to let you enlarge illustrations as large as you want them. The zoom on my Kindle Touch didn't enlarge the 
plans enough.16 of 16 people found the following review helpful. Remarkable High Style Late Victorian Sourcebook 
for the `Free Classical,' `Colonial Revival' Queen Anne StylesBy Gregory K. HubbardRemarkable High Style Late 
Victorian Sourcebook for the `Free Classical,' `Colonial Revival' and Queen Anne Styles."Barber's Turn-of-the-
Century Houses: Elevations and Floor Plans" is a wonderful record of some of the house plans offered by George 
Barber Co. in 1901. His Knoxville, Tennessee, mail-order plan firm was one of the most successful architectural 
businesses in late Victorian America. There are homes, and a few business blocks, built from his plans in virtually 
every state in the Union.As an architectural historian and preservationist of some 40 years experience, I use the 
paperback editions of his books for both my home and `auto-library,' so I have ready access to his designs as I drive, 
researching and recording American architecture. Especially interesting are the late Victorian era homes inspired by 
his designs, but apparently not produced by his firm.Finally, this book, and other reprints of his firm's catalogues, 
provide priceless period descriptions of architectural styles, the variety of styles available at any given moment, and 
changing domestic requirements as recorded in the home plans. Wowza!A very valuable resource!Gregory Hubbard0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. fast deliveryBy lindap-0909A good copy at a fair price and fast 
delivery. Couldn't be better.

At the turn of the twentieth century, George F. Barber ran a successful architectural firm. Today, surviving examples 
of Barber's signature designs are the pride of their communities. This architectural snapshot from 1901 features 
working floor plans and fine drawings of more than eighty of Barber's distinctive dwellings.Specializing in serving a 
mail-order clientele, Barber's company produced catalogs "giving floor plans of a convenient and practical character, 
and exterior designs of artistic merit in the various prevailing styles." Prepared from long, practical experience, the 
handsome designs and plans range from the modest to the magnificent, including stately Georgians and colonials as 
well as snug country homes and seaside cottages. Loaded with spacious kitchens and double parlors as well as porches 
and balconies of beautiful classic design, this authentic guide will fascinate architectural historians, preservationists, 
and home restorers, along with anyone interested in Victorian-era architecture.


