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Editors of Reader's Digest : Ask the Family Handyman  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Ask the Family Handyman: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. For the average home repairmanBy Kenneth DeatsGood articles and 
frequent tips on how to fix stuff. Some of the articles often repeat from time to time. Many articles on unique space 
saving ideas using shelves and cabinets. Lots of pictures show you how to use tools like routers, saws, drills and 
wrenches in different ways.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. but really good book anywayBy Tally 
F.As with all the Family Handyman books, there are a few repeats from magazines or other books, but really good 
book anyway.9 of 10 people found the following review helpful. A Great BookBy A CustomerI thought the book was 
wonderful. The highly detailed pictures and clear instructions make this book a must have in every home. The book 
has assisted me from fixing our leaky outdoor faucet; too remodeling our kitchen. It has info on both inside and 
outside projects. It makes the most complex jobs seem easy, and the book pays for itself with the money you save 
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from not getting a repair man.

When do-it-yourself questions pop up, turn to the experts for on-target, time-saving solutions. From the "Ask the 
Family Handyman" column, here are over 1,000 answers to real questions millions of homeowners face.

.com Providing answers to more than 1,000 frequently asked questions about home repair and improvement is no 
small task. Ask the Family Handyman manages to handle so many queries in its nearly 400 pages by providing fast 
answers that can, at times, feel a bit too brief. The novice do-it-yourselfer may find that the book merely scratches the 
surface of a few topics (installing a dishwasher or a built-in ironing board) and raises as many questions as it answers. 
To get a sense of its scope, realize that Ask the Family Handyman takes a topic, such as setting ceramic tile, and 
covers in a few pages what has been tackled elsewhere in entire books. Still, this book is a compilation of real 
questions submitted to The Family Handyman magazine and, as such, it represents a lot of real inquiries and concerns 
posed by real homeowners. Whether your project involves drywall, paint, plumbing, window installation, or driveway 
repair, this book will either answer your questions or give you a good starting point for more research. Along the way, 
hundreds of photos and illustrations will make things clearer. Readers will also find that the book provides sound 
advice. On the question of latex vs. oil paint, for example, Ask the Family Handyman offers tips similar to those 
spoken at most home improvement stores: that latex is the best choice in most situations because it dries faster, stays 
more flexible, breathes better and cleans up easier than oil-base paints. But the book then goes one step further and 
acknowledges what is spoken at the paint supply stores where most professional painters shop--oil-base is better for 
glossy, high-visibility applications such as doors and trim because it levels out better with fewer brush marks. So while 
Ask the Family Handyman may not be the ideal book for more complex home improvement projects, it will help you 
deal with those small, day-to-day projects, and give you plenty of tips and pointers along the way. --John Russell 


