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Tom Turner : Asian Gardens. History, Beliefsand Design before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Asian Gardens: History, Beliefs and Design:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. asian gardens history beliefs and designBy alibook was fantastic
great inspiration for doing our own asian garden lovely book beautiful pictures avery good read highly recommend

The gardens made on the fringes of Central Asiain the past 5000 years form a great arc. From the Fertile Crescent, it
runs west to Europe and east to China and Japan. Asia's fringe was a zone of interchange: avast landscape in which
herders encountered farmers and the design of symbolic gardens began. It appears that as they became settlers, nomads
retained a love of mobility, hunting and the wild places in which their ancestors had roamed. Central Asian and Indian
ideas influenced the garden culture of China, Japan and South East Asia. In West Asia, Aryan settlers made hunting
parks known as paradises. They were walled enclosures stocked with exotic plants and animals. In East Asia, great
landscape parks were used for similar purposes and had a sacred role. Across Asia, gardens were influenced by
religious and other beliefs: polytheist, Hindu, Buddhist, Muslim, Daoist, Shinto and Modernist. Early parks and
gardens symbolized wild and civilized nature, sometimes conceived as the realms of the Sky God and the Earth
Mother. Asian Gardens: History, Beliefs and Design explores the ways in which designs were guided by beliefs. Tom
Turner has been researching and teaching the theory and history of garden design for some forty years. His visits,
research, drawings and photographs are brought together in detailed studies of West Asia, South Asiaand East Asia.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=041549687X

The period covered extends from the earliest gardens to the present. Using maps, diagrams and photographs, the
author explores how and why Asian gardens developed their characteristic forms and functions. Treating garden
design as a'word and image' subject, the account is coherent, comparative and readable. Further details of al the
gardens are avail able on the gardenvisit.com website, which the author edits.

"Here Turnerwith his characteristic use of summary diagrams and tightly structured analysescharges through
polytheist, Islamic, Hindu, Buddhist, Daoist, and Shinto gardens of West, South, East, and North Asia, with awelcome
concluding chapter on abstract modernism. Some readers may be troubled by Turners reductionist approach, yet his
books pack much between their coversin amanner that is at once quirky, refreshing, and stimulating.” - Journal of
Australian Garden History "Tom Turner's Asian Gardensis a visually powerful work, worth its $60-plus price for the
photos, plans, and diagrams' - Landscape Architecture Magazine "...Especially illuminating from a historical
viewpoint is the author's use of satellite photos to give a better understanding of the geography of place. Not designed
to be afield manual for Asian gardens, thisis a thoughtful, convincing analysis of garden design as an expression of
the nature of the world, determined by physical, conceptual, and religious influences... Highly recommended.” -
CHOICEADbout the AuthorTom Turner teaches on the undergraduate and masters programmes in garden history and
landscape architecture at the University of Greenwich in London.



