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From Rizzoli : Arcadian Architecture: Bohlin Cywinski Jackson-12 Houses  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Arcadian Architecture: Bohlin Cywinski Jackson-12 
Houses: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. great book!By Ivangorgeous book! beautiful photography and 
excellent sketches4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Arcadian splendorBy James FergusonBohlin 
Cywinski Jackson have a long illustrious history stemming from Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, to Seattle, Washington. 
As such, this beautiful collection of twelve "arcadian" homes represent the tip of the iceberg of their collective work. 
In these immaculate residences you will find their signature details, many of them by James Cutler, who worked with 
Peter Bohlin on the Gates Residence and other projects. You will marvel at the romanticism of the Adirondack Retreat 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0847826961


on Lake George, New York, with its granite boulder fireplace and natural cedar and fir interiors. Then there is the 
Endless Mountain House, located in Northeastern Pennsylvania, with its projected balconies atop crumbling fieldstone 
walls with a towering chimney anchoring one end of this evocative residence. The house appears as though it were 
built over ancient ruins. Nestled within these idyllic residential projects is the Pacific Rim Estate, co-authored by 
Bohlin and Cutler for Bill Gates on Lake Washington, near Seattle. It is a stunning work, not so much in its 
assemblage as in its marvelous kit of parts, from a barrel-vaulted garage buried into the wooded landscape to the 
beautiful timber connections in the main body of the residential complex. Here we see brute concrete and heavy timber 
blended naturally into the landscape, making for a surprisingly unassuming compound that incorporated many 
sustainable design features, including recycled heavy timber posts and beams.1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. Fantastic, but frustratingBy Andrei MylroieBCJ's attention to detail, honesty in materials, and consideration of 
site and light come through loud and clear in this beautifully photographed and printed tome. And it is a tome--it's 
impressively substantial. This is in fact one of my favorite architecture books, and continues to influence and inspire 
us as we develop our own house plans with our architect.In addition to the photography, I also love the construction 
document details, the complementary booklet of build and unbuilt works, cabinet sections, etc.BUT...like some others 
have mentioned the binding begins to disintegrate the moment the book is opened. I'm now returning mine for the 
second time. This shouldn't be the case for such an expensive piece, and I haven't had a similar problem with other 
Rizzoli books, including Searching for True, which is similarly bound.Without the botched binding I'd certainly give 
the book a 5-star rating.

The architecture firm Bohlin Cywinski Jackson believes that the sensuality of place, the emotive qualities of materials, 
and the ability to give pleasure and insight, to comfort and to transport can produce humane and spirited architecture. 
Whether designing corporate headquarters for Pixar Animation Studios, the Software Engineering Institute for 
Carnegie Mellon University, the new Apple Stores in New York, Chicago, and Tokyo, or the twelve wooded retreats 
shown in this book, the firms architecture is alive to the subtleties of place, man-made or natural, and to the rich 
possibilities of materials and the means of construction. The houses in Arcadian Architecture are exquisitely crafted of 
wood and stone and other natural materials, and are all sited within beautiful wooded, mountainous, or lakeside 
locales, from New York State to Washington State, and from the woods of Connecticut to the mountains of Montana. 
One of the highlights of this book is that it publishes, for the first time, the extraordinary, huge, extremely private and 
secluded, residential complex in Washington State that was built for Bill and Melinda Gates. Each house is presented 
on at least thirty pages, and is depicted by sumptuous new color photography, richly detailed conceptual sketches, 
presentation drawings, and construction documents.

"This dazzling volume on 12 houses by a Pennsylvania based architectural firm with a Seattle office...." -- Nov06 
SEATTLE POST-INTELLIGENCER"If there's an architect or home lover on your holiday shopping list, here's the 
perfect coffee-table book." -- Nov06 HOME DESIGN MAGAZINEFrom the Inside FlapThe architecture firm Bohlin 
Cywinski Jackson believes that "the sensuality of place, the emotive qualities of materials, and the ability to give 
pleasure and insight, to comfort and to transport can produce humane and spirited architecture." Whether designing 
corporate headquarters for Pixar Animation Studios, the Software Engineering Institute for Carnegie Mellon 
University, the new Apple Stores in New York, Chicago, and Tokyo, or the twelve wooded retreats shown in this 
book, the firm's architecture is alive to the subtleties of place, man-made or natural, and to the rich possibilities of 
materials and the means of construction. The houses in Arcadian Architecture are exquisitely crafted of wood and 
stone and other natural materials, and are all sited within beautiful wooded, mountainous, or lakeside locales, from 
New York State to Washington State, and from the woods of Connecticut to the mountains of Montana. One of the 
highlights of this book is that it publishes, for the first time, the extraordinary, huge, extremely private and secluded, 
residential complex in Washington State that was built for Bill and Melinda Gates. Each house is presented on at least 
thirty pages, and is depicted by sumptuous new color photography, richly detailed conceptual sketches, presentation 
drawings, and construction documents.About the AuthorOscar Riera Ojeda is the author of The New American House 
and Contemporary World Architects, and editor of several other volumes. Peter Bohlin is principal in the firm of 
Bohlin Cywinski Jackson. James Cutler, formerly with Bohlin Cywinski Jackson, now practices architecture in 
Washington State. Thomas Fisher is Dean of the College of Architecture at University of Minnesota, and former editor 
of Progressive Architecture magazine. 


