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American Horticultural Society : American Horticultural Society New Encyclopedia of Gardening Techniques 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised American Horticultural 
Society New Encyclopedia of Gardening Techniques: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Good for general reference, bad if you are looking for specific 
knowledgeBy Stuart FergusonThis book is very comprehensive, and while most would say that is a strength, with this 
book it is probably a weakness. While it does in fact cover virtually every technique I have heard of, after reading this 
book I must be a much better gardener than I thought. The broad subject coverage means that not a lot of depth is 
given to any one topic.I read the whole book in a single sitting and I learned maybe three things.If you are familiar 
with USDA hardiness zones and the AHS Heat Zone map and you know the difference in a variety and a cultivar and a 
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species and you know what an annual, perennial, and biennial are off the top of your head, and you are aware that a lot 
of things listed as annual by a nursery are actually just cold terminated perennials, then this book probably won't help 
you much. You are already aware of your local climate and can discern which plants can grow there and which ones 
will need human help to survive.Who this book WOULD be useful to is someone new to gardening. It is a great 
reference for any one with a young gardener apprentice and it offers some basic ideas to get them going. It's a general 
reference book and you will quickly replace it with a variety of other more indepth books on specific topics more 
suited to your taste.In the end I think it's a worthwhile addition to a library on gardening.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Great book. Excellent conditionBy Bryan KGreat book. Excellent condition.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. A must for the enthusiastBy Katya PI have used this book for approximately 6 
months now. It is well organized, clearly written and full of techniques for the beginner as well as more advanced 
gardener. I would definitely recommend this book.

A flagship practical book of step-by-step gardening techniques from the AHS that shows up-to-date skills to a new 
generation of gardeners. The AHS New Encyclopedia of Gardening Techniques is the new definitive guide to 
explaining all the essential techniques you are ever likely to need. It reflects modern best-practice gardening at the 
American Horticultural Society, a leading gardening authority. 

From Booklist*Starred * This book was published in association with the American Horticultural Society, a core 
component of whose mission is to educate and inspire people to become successful and environmentally responsible 
gardeners. It is hard to imagine any other activity of the society doing more to fulfill that mission than this dense, 
beautiful, and easy-to-use volume. Expert gardeners and garden writers have been assembled to execute this tour de 
force, which every serious gardener will want to repeatedly consult. Abundantly illustrated with thousands of 
illustrations and photographs, each clearly and sensibly written section of this volume offers helpful advice, step-by-
step techniques, tips for identifying and correcting common problems, suggested plants for various situations, and lots 
of ideas. For the new gardener, the encyclopedia begins with gardening basics. Chapters on wildlife gardening and 
growing ornamentals, vegetables and herbs, fruit, and lawns follow. Water, container, and greenhouse gardening each 
receive special treatment in individual chapters as well. Advice on landscape design is also included at key points in 
each chapter. Advanced gardeners will find useful tips throughout and may be especially interested in the final 
chapter, which covers a wide variety of propagation techniques. In every section, the useful illustrations demonstrate 
exactly how to handle particular situations and challenges in every season as well as how to work with plants that have 
special cultural needs. The encyclopedia closes with an extensive index and helpful glossary. Whether someone is 
looking to deal with pests, prop up a wisteria, or start an herb garden, all who love to garden and those who want to 
start will find something useful here. This encyclopedia is a strong reminder of the value of bringing together a huge 
amount of authoritative information in a compact form that does not require a power cord. Highly recommended for 
collections used by gardeners and aspiring gardeners. It would be a valuable tool for schools where gardens and 
gardening are integrated into the classroom. --Jeff Kosokoff Garden books come and go each year, but the American 
Horticultural Society's "New Encyclopedia of Gardening Techniques" (Mitchell Beazley, $45) is essential to any 
gardener, newbie and green-thumbed alike. Weighing in at more than 4 1/2 pounds, this indispensable work is the 
latest book from the national gardening association (ahs.org) that dates to 1922. The book offers more than 2,000 
illustrations and 200 color photos covering everything from the nuts and bolts of soil makeup and digging techniques 
to weed control, compost piles, containers, growing edibles, water gardening and garden design. What sets it apart, 
however, is its focus on earth-friendly, organic gardening practices. Although it's geared to all regions of the country -- 
you'll find citrus trees discussed, for instance -- this hefty reference book is intended as a general resource on a 
multitude of gardening topics, one that will whet your appetite for more as you delve into it this winter. 


