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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A clear, concise, comprehensive (relatively), and comprehensible 
book about the evolution of American plumbingBy David ArbogastFor those technical geeks who want a clear, 
concise, comprehensive (relatively), and comprehensible book about the evolution of American plumbing, this is it. 
For those who are interested in Victorian plumbing as decor, this is probably not the most interesting book you will 
find. For my own purposes, I found this book to be more than I hoped for. Thus, I heartily recommend it.4 of 4 people 
found the following review helpful. Very comprehensive and InformativeBy Linda Setnik, author of Victorian 
Costume For Ladies and Victorian Fashions for Women and ChildrenThis is an excellent book on the subject of 
household plumbing. Well written, interesting, and based heavily on primary, 19th century documents. The author 
takes one from the 1840s through the 1890s and describes not only the available facilities, but the reasons and thought 
processes behind them. Well researched and very comprehensive and informative!9 of 9 people found the following 
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review helpful. Long-overdue book by an American authorBy RogerVSeveral British authors have written books 
similar to this one, and I've always wondered why no American books had been written, especially in view of 
Americans' legendary love of plumbing. Ms Ogle extensively explores the socoiological aspects of the development of 
domestic plumbing pretty thoroughly, and also explodes the myth that indoor plumbing was developed only after large 
municipal water supply systems were developed. I would have liked a slightly more details on the techincal angles of 
things, but overall, her work is good. It's a definite "must read" for people who are interested in such things.

A study that explores the development of household plumbing in 19th-century America. Maureen Ogle draws on a 
wide assortment of contemporary sources such as sanitation reports, builders' manuals, fixture catalogues, patent 
applications and popular scientific tracts.


