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Rupert Smith : A Year at Kew before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and
all praised A Year at Kew:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A great way to really learn about KewByYy J. LandauKew is one of the
great gardens of the world and there is no better way to learn about it than to read what each of twelve of the

"curators' of its natural treasures has to say about the portion of the garden for which they are responsible. The book is
organized so that during each month one of the experts who create and maintain the various portions of the garden
discusses their area of responsibility, the work they do and their own career at Kew. Obviously each season of the year
involves different tasks and while we look for Kew's famous blue bellsin May and rhodys in June and July, the
curators are just as busy in October, planting for the coming year and organizing the pumpkin festival . The experts
focused on the Kew's unmatched array of trees, its arboretum, talks about maintaining its many ancient trees aswell as
planting its newest additions, preparing for the next generation's enjoyment. Caring for aguatic plantsinside the
garden's glasshouses requires an entirely diffent expertise. Many of the men and women actually running the garden
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have fascinating jobs; they all seem to love what they do and we get to learn about it in their own words.Experts go
abroad to gather seeds from the furthest reaches of China, of example. The seed project at Kew is helping to maintain
biodiversity and having native gathered plants -- seeds actually taken from the wild -- is essential to this critical work.
Inthe U.S. we count of the University of California Botanical Garden at Berkeley, the New Y ork Botanical Garden
and the Huntington in Pasadenafor this vital role; but the world counts on Kew, which has been doing this for well
over 200 years, stretching back to when the garden belonged to the royal court.The structures shown include the home
of George 1, featured in the film, "The Madness of King George", and the book has a good description of the
challenges current garden workers face in maintaining all of the garden's features. Economy suggests that the garden
recycle all of its cuttings for example, so alarge composting site is now essential to maintaining Kew's ecosystem. We
learn about he critical role of beatles and other natural creaturesin the garden and read about their cultivation and
uses.There are plenty of photographs and each month features one of the great ancient trees of the garden, some three
centuries old and all wonderful to see. Thisis an excellent way to learn about Kew and would make awonderful gift
for anyone interested in gardening.0 of O people found the following review helpful. The actual Kew gardensis
gorgeous!By A. GarrettDon't go to the actual Kew gardens during the weekend, it is FULL of screaming children.
Aside from that, it was gorgeous and | loved hearing my tour guides. It is avery large place so bring walking shoes
and sometime. The book is an excellent supplement to the experience, asit lets you see the entire 12 months of Kew.
It was given 4 stars because | didn't enjoy my experience as much as | wanted to. They'd make a killing with an open
bar, lol, tolerating all those kids.O of O people found the following review helpful. Excellent book - highly
recommendedBYy Sarahl enjoyed this book - it reminded me of my trip to Kew gardens afew years ago.lt is amazing to
read about the changes as the year goes by, and all the activities behind the scenesHighly recommended!!

Englands Kew Garden, which receives over amillion visitors a year, was recently designated a UNESCO World
Heritage Site, ranking it alongside Stonehenge, the Pyramids, and the Tgj Mahal. This companion to the new BBC
series, A Year at Kew Garden, now takes us on a private tour of this great botanical garden, looking at the work of
Kews expertsin the greenhouses, labs, and librariesthat gives the garden its reputation as a center of scientific
excellence. Each monthly chapter highlights what isin flower at Kew, what is being planted or removed, and what
special activities are going on there, including seasonal festivals and exhibitions.



