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Bryan Albright, Constance Tindale : A Path Through the Japanese Garden  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Path Through the Japanese Garden: 

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Great on basics of Japanese garden design!By CustomerI've 
collected and read many volumes on Japanese garden design over the years, visited public and private niwa both here 
in the US and in Japan, and incorporarted their principles in my environment-design practice since the 1960s. This one 
is among my favorites, addressing both traditional philosophy and practices, and practical "adaptions" of them to 
modern/international garden creation. Frankly, I expected it to only be a "superficial-overview", compared to "bigger, 
thicker" texts, but was pleasently surprised with the number of more precisely-presented and new-to-me ideas in 
almost every section and some most eye-openingly helpful sketches and photos. I definitely plan on giving copies of 
this one to some of my gardening friends!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very good book detailing 
all the necessary items needed for your ...By Rosemary GrayVery good book detailing all the necessary items needed 
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for your Japanese garden as well as simple techniques in creating your own garden

What is a Japanese garden? Japanese gardens are about experienceabout feeling the way the rocks and plants relate 
and about understanding their deeper relationship. Just as you instinctively find the place in a room where you feel 
comfortable, you will learn to trust your instincts about where a rock should be placed in a garden. In A Path Through 
the Japanese Garden, we learn about the natural world in a philosophical way, but it is also a practical book that 
provides step-by-step guidance in designing and creating a garden. Contents include the principles of Japanese garden 
construction; adaptable garden plans for any space or size garden; explanations of Japanese construction and pruning 
techniques; information on plants, flowers, trees, shrubs, and water features; and 200 color photos and diagrams.

From BooklistWith 200 color photographs and black-and-white illustrations, this attractive book provides instructions 
on designing and constructing a Japanese-style garden. The authors begin by explaining the essence of this type of 
garden, including an overview of the influences that gave Japanese gardens their unique form, which first emerged in 
the first century A.D. Albright and Tinsdale describe six main garden styles, and then analyze the design process, 
focusing on such elements as stones, paths, fences, walls, gates, entrances, gravel, bridges, benches and seating areas, 
decking, and lighting. The authors discuss water features (ponds, waterfalls, and streams) in detail, recommend plants 
and flowers, trees and shrubs, and provide information on the maintenance of these beautiful gardens. George 
CohenCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved "With 200 color photos, this attractive book offers 
instructions on designing and constructing a Japanese-style garden." -- BOOKLISTFrom the PublisherWhat is a 
Japanese garden? Most people have a mental image: vistas of rocks and pebbles, a red maple tree, a stand of bamboo, 
lanterns. All of these could be a part of a Japanese garden, but they do not in themselves make the garden Japanese in 
style. Japanese gardens are about experience: about feeling the way the rocks and plants relate and about 
understanding their deeper relationship. Just as you instinctively find the place in a room where you feel comfortable, 
you will learn to trust your instincts about where a rock should be placed in a garden. In "A Path Through the Japanese 
Garden," we learn about the natural world in a philosophical way, but it is also a practical book that provides step-by-
step guidance in designing and creating a garden. Contents include: the principles of Japanese garden construction; 
adaptable garden plans for any space or size garden; explanations of Japanese construction and pruning techniques; 
information on plants, flowers, trees, shrubs, and water features; and 200 color photos and diagrams. 


