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Mark Laird : A Natural History of English Gardening: 16501800  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Natural History of English Gardening: 16501800: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. the book ois rather more scholarly than I had wished ...By joan 
doucettethe book ois rather more scholarly than I had wished but i have enjjoyed it and my friend who is a master 
gardeners really appreciated it2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. English Garden Lovers--a Volume 
Worthy of ConsiderationBy Deidre AustenA thoughtful, beautifully presented volume. Truly lovely illustrations. A 
worthy addition to the libraries of English garden lovers4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. She also was 
delighted, and revealed that she had always wanted to ...By Elizabeth OldhamIt far exceeded my expectations. I 
bought two copies, one for myself and one as a gift for a colleague who is a horticulturist. She also was delighted, and 
revealed that she had always wanted to be a botanical artist, and this book has perhaps given her an incentive to fulfill 
that ambition, perhaps going back to school to do so. She had taken courses and excelled in them at Harvard's Arnold 
Arboretum. She is a brilliant young Irish woman who took her degree at Dublin University and knew and admired 
Mark Laird's writings. So that was a hit.I was also pleased to find mention of my ancestor, Maria Sibylla Merian, the 
seventeenteentheighteenth-century

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0300196369


A beautifully illustrated exploration of the quest for order within the garden, and within the natural world Inspired by 
the pioneering naturalist Gilbert White, who viewed natural history as the common study of cultural and natural 
communities, Mark Laird unearths forgotten historical data to reveal the complex visual cultures of early modern 
gardening. Ranging from climate studies to the study of a butterflys life cycle, this original and fascinating book 
examines the scientific quest for order in nature as an offshoot of ordering the garden and field. Laird follows a broad 
series of chronological eventsfrom the Little Ice Age winter of 1683 to the drought summer of the volcanic 1783to 
probe the nature of gardening and husbandry, the role of amateurs in scientific disciplines, and the contribution of 
women as gardener-naturalists. Illustrated by a stunning wealth of visual and literary materialspaintings, engravings, 
poetry, essays, and letters, as well as prosaic household accounts and nursery billsLaird fundamentally transforms our 
understanding of the English landscape garden as a powerful cultural expression.

"Filled with stunning visuals, from watercolors of wildflowers to the narcissus and thistles stitched on a satin petticoat 
worn to the Prince of Waless ball in 1741."Mieke Ten Have, Vogue 


