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Elsa Bakalar : A Garden of One's Own: Making and Keeping Your Flower Garden  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Garden of One's Own: Making and Keeping Your 
Flower Garden: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A garden Jedi masterBy luadhasWhile a bit dated as to particular 
cultivars, a great reference work for any gardener. Clear, concise practical advice blended with down to earth 
philosophy to keep your garden from driving you nuts. ( It probably will anyway.)1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Wonderful wonderful BookBy Henry G GerkenI purchased this after reading an article about the 
author in Horticulture Magazine. So down to earth, wonderful concepts on gardening.11 of 11 people found the 
following review helpful. A must-read for beginning gardenersBy A CustomerSerious gardeners need many kind of 
books, but one of the very first everyone should have is Elsa Bakalar's "A Garden of One's Own." She demystifies 
gardening so that a newcomer such as myself learns quickly how to do the many tasks that other books consider too 
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rudimentary to explain. Her obvious talent for teaching is invaluable, and having her book at your side is almost as 
good as having a gardening tutor next to you. I refer to it often, and recommend it to anyone who gardens.

A informative guide to gardening shares the author's personal approach to horticulture, discussing the art of plant 
selection, garden design, and color combinations and offering practical tips on seasonal gardening techniques. 25,000 
first printing.

From Library JournalNoted gardening lecturer Bakalar, who has presented programs for Harvard University's Arnold 
Arboretum and the New England Wildflower Society, here invites readers to begin to garden. She provides 
knowledgeable hints on soil preparation, plant selection, and garden design to give the inexperienced flower gardener 
the information needed to become a confident grower. Bakalar works from a Massachusetts base but does not limit the 
book to New England. However, she stresses that regional growing conditions must be considered for successful 
gardening. While encouraging to novices, her book will also inspire more experienced gardeners to launch flower 
gardens of their own. For popular gardening collections. (Photos not seen.)-- Dale Luchsinger, Athens Area Technical 
Inst., Ga.Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.From BooklistBakalar says she aims to provide some 
practical answers to the basic question most often asked by beginning gardeners: How do you start? In addition, she 
offers what she calls "a kind of road map for other gardeners." Accordingly, information on planning a garden begins 
her book, and advice on soil, compost, planting, transplanting, division, cuttings, layering, seed saving, mulching, 
watering, feeding, and weeding follows. Suggestions for shaping gardens and utilizing color as a design element and 
instruction on growing flowers for cutting and arranging appear, too, as does counsel for preparing the garden for 
winter. Fifty black-and-white photos and 32 pages of color photos illustrate. George Cohen 


