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Virginia Savage McAlester, Lee McAlester : A Field Guide to American Houses  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Field Guide to American Houses: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Truly a MasterpieceBy TOmarI always wanted to renovate an old 
house and purchased a beautiful Colonial Revival home built in 1915. My architect referred to the previous edition of 
this guide often during the renovation of my home. The new version proves without a doubt that the author is one of 
the nation's foremost authorities on architecture. There are so many beautiful illustrations that help people who learn 
visually like me, link terms with the actual architectural elements. The new guide has been updated to include all 
styles up to the present day. Not only is this book a must for students of architecture, but anyone who owns a house, is 
interested in buying a house, or is in the industry. Truly a masterpiece.0 of 0 people found the following review 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0394739698


helpful. Outstanding reference bookBy Miss V.I love old houses so this review is based on that fact only (not an 
architectural student). This book is wonderful. It discusses and illustrates the styles of houses in the early days of our 
country to the present. There are detailed descriptions along with a plethora of photographs of all types of houses, my 
favorites being the Queen Anne, Tudor, and Gothic Revival (just a personal preference.) I think this is an amazing 
reference book, I would recommend it to anyone that loves old houses. In my case, because I was unfamiliar with a lot 
of the technical terms in McAlester's book, I also bought "Old House Dictionary", which helped immensely. Love this 
book.5 of 6 people found the following review helpful. I especially like the line drawings at the start of each chapter 
...By Mistress of the FortThis is probably the most-used resource book I have right now. I have the earlier edition and 
this is essentially the same thing with expanded sections of styles and sub-styles. Many pictures are updated, many 
more are the same. I especially like the line drawings at the start of each chapter that identify the key elements for a 
particular style. This book has been very helpful for my current client- I'm identifying the architectural styles of 
hundreds of non-historic, usually obscure style structures. Those key elements have been great to reference quickly 
since I usually have a pretty good idea what each structure might be. Because of this book, there are about fifteen 
structures in another state that my client is considering preserving now that we have identified something unique about 
them. As a preservationist, that gets me jazzed up!

The guide that enables you to identify, and place in their historic and architectural contexts, the houses you see in your 
neighborhood or in your travels across America. 17th century to the present.
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and the weekend stroller, for neighborhood preservation groups and for all who want to know more about their 
community -- here, at last, is a book that makes it both easy and pleasurable to identify the various styles and periods 
of American domestic architecture.Concentrating not on rare landmarks but on typical dwellings in ordinary 
neighborhoods all across the United States -- houses built over the past three hundred years and lived in by Americans 
of every social and economic background -- the book provides you with the facts (and frame of reference) that will 
enable you to look in a fresh way at the houses you constantly see around you. It tells you -- and shows you in more 
than 1,200 illustrations -- what you need to know in order to be able to recognize the several distinct architectural 
styles and to understand their historical significance. What does that cornice mean? Or that porch? That door? When 
was this house built? What does its style say about the people who built it? You'll find the answers to such questions 
here.This is how the book works: Each of thirty-nine chapters focuses on a particular style (and its variants). Each 
begins with a large schematic drawing that highlights the style's most important identifying features. Additional 
drawings and photographs depict the most common shapes and the principal subtypes, allowing you to see at a glance 
a wide range of examples of each style. Still more drawings offer close-up views of typical small details -- windows, 
doors, cornices, etc. -- that might be difficult to see in full-house pictures. The accompanying text is rich in 
information about each style -- describing in detail its identifying features, telling you where (and in what quantity) 
you're likely to find examples of it, discussing all of its notable variants, and revealing its origin and tracing its 
history.In the book's introductory chapters you'll find invaluable general discussions of house-building materials and 
techniques ("Structure"), house shapes ("Form"), and the many traditions of architectural fashion ("Style") that have 
influenced American house design through the past three centuries. A pictorial key and glossary help lead you from 
simple, easily recognized architectural features -- the presence of a tile roof, for example -- to the styles in which that 
feature is likely to be found.From the Back CoverHow to Use This BookPrefaceLooking at American HousesStyle: 
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